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Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

As we ready for another winter season we would like to remind you of some important information 

regarding an upcoming drill, inclement weather and school closings. 

 

Go Home Early Drill 

Under the NYS Commissioner of Education’s regulations for Emergency Management, school 

districts must conduct an annual “Go Home Early” emergency drill.  This drill helps to ensure that 

students and staff are familiar with the procedures of an early release.  The Remsen Central School 

District will conduct this drill on Tuesday, November 24th, 2020.  The high school and the 

elementary school will dismiss 15 minutes earlier than the regularly scheduled times.  All 

dismissal procedures will remain unchanged with the exception of the time for dismissal.  The 

times are as follows: 

Elementary Dismissal: 2:05 PM 

High School Dismissal: 2:19 PM 

If your child is picked up in the afternoon, please be sure to arrive by the appropriate dismissal time 

listed above.  Elementary parent pick-up start time will stay at 1:50 PM on this day. 

 

Snow Days 

The Remsen Central School District may have to make a decision to delay, close, or go home early, 

due to weather and/or road conditions.  When the weather requires closing or a delay, the district’s 

automated phone system will be activated to let you know as soon as possible.  The major radio 

stations in the Utica-Rome area, WBRV, Boonville, WIBX, Oldies 96, Big Frog 104.3, and Lite 

98.7 and TV Channels 2-Utica, 3, 5, and 9-Syracuse, will also be notified to broadcast the 

information.  This information will also appear on the school district website www.remsencsd.org.  

We recommend making proactive plans for the supervision of your children on “snow days” or in 

the event of an early dismissal as soon as possible to be prepared for our upcoming winter months.  

 

When Remsen schools are closed, all scheduled activities, events and programs for that day and 

evening are cancelled.  If there is a two-hour delay in the morning there will be no A.M. BOCES. 

The school closing information applies to all students receiving transportation on Remsen Central 

School District buses, including out-of-district programs, BOCES students, and all others. 

 

The State Education Department has granted schools a pilot program for this year, providing 

districts with the option to switch to remote learning instead of calling an emergency day for 

inclement weather.  Remsen plans to use all snow days first, before resorting to remote learning 

emergency days.  If all snow days have been used and there is a need for an additional emergency 

day, Remsen will switch to remote learning for that day.  

 

Please know that extreme weather conditions are trying for all of us and there is no clear cut 

answer as to when schools should be closed and/or delayed.  We will always do what we think is 

best for all students.  The ultimate decision, however, remains with you, the parents.  If schools are 

open and you feel as though the conditions are too severe to send your children, please exercise 

your right to keep them home.   

http://www.remsencsd.org/
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Extremely Cold Weather 

At RCS, we are very fortunate to have a facility that houses most of our buses.  Normal route buses 

are parked in the bus garage and therefore the cold weather isn’t often a factor in getting them 

started in the morning.  Buses are started early and allowed to warm-up before beginning the 

routes.  If your child normally walks to school and you would like them to ride the bus on an 

extremely cold day, please call the bus garage at 315-205-4300 ext. 6000.  If our drivers see a 

student walking to school on an extremely cold day, they will also stop and offer them a ride or 

radio to a bus that has room to do the same. 

 

Nurse Notification Reminders 

Please be sure to call the school nurse immediately if: 

a) your child is sick 

b) your child takes a COVID-19 test 

c) your child is exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms 

d) you think your child may have been exposed to a positive COVID-19 person  

e) you are planning on traveling with your child to a location on the “NYS Travel Advisory 

List” as students are required to quarantine upon their return.   

 

Prevention 

Everyone has been doing a fantastic job at school.  Our collective efforts continue to allow us to 

remain open for in-person instruction during this pandemic.  We all must remember the importance 

of doing our part to help prevent the spread of the Coronavirus by being mindful of preventative 

measures that we all can take.  We must continue to ensure masks are worn, social distancing is 

maintained, and proper hygiene is encouraged. 

 

Ready for Remote? 

As we have discussed, the likelihood of having to transition to fully remote instruction for a day, a 

week, or a month is quite possible.  Please be sure to have emergency plans in place for child 

supervision in the event that we have to learn remotely and understand what your child’s remote 

learning schedule looks like.  Teachers have prepared students to be ready in the event that we 

must switch to remote learning with short notice.  If you have any questions about remote learning, 

please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

We Are Here For You 

We will continue to see our way through this difficult pandemic together with strength, 

perseverance, and kindness.  We are here for you to answer questions, provide support, and help in 

any way we can.   

 

Thank you for continuing to screen your child each morning, for encouraging safe and effective 

hygiene practices, and for your continued support.  We couldn’t do it without you.  

 

Our Remsen community is strong.  Together, we can get through anything.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Timothy Jenny 

Superintendent 

 

 


